
 

           

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE WORLD  
MISSION ROSARY 

When the World Mission Rosary is completed, one has embraced all 
continents, all people in prayer. — Bl. Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

To pray the World Mission Rosary, think of each area of the world 
(according to the colour) when you begin a new set (decade) of beads.  
 
Yellow is for Asia, where the sun rises first each day  
Red is for the Americas, where missionaries journeyed, “on fire” with faith in Jesus  
White is for Europe, home to the Pope, clothed in white  
Blue is for the islands of the Pacific (Oceania), surrounded by the ocean waters  
Green is for Africa, with its many trees and plants.  
 
 
 

Some Mission Rosaries may have the colours in a 
different order, but all use the same 5 colours to 
represent the 5 continents where the Church is 
spreading the Good News of Jesus. 

 

Pray for the 
people of 
Asia 

Pray for the people of 
America  

 Pray for 
the people 
of Europe   Pray for the 

people of 
Oceania 

         Pray for the 
people of Africa  



ROSARY FOR THE MISSIONS: 

JOYFUL MYSTERIES: (Monday & Saturday) 
1. The Annunciation: That the Good News of a Saviour, first announced to Mary, may be proclaimed to the 
entire world.  
2. The Visitation: That missionaries who travel long roads bearing Christ to those in need may be strengthened 
in faith and holiness.  
3. The Birth of Jesus: For the children of the Missions, especially those who are poor and homeless, that they 
may know the love of Jesus.  
4. The Presentation of the Child Jesus in the Temple: That Catholic families of the Missions, by the example of 
their lives, may show the love of Christ to their neighbours.  
5. The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple: That all the people of the Missions who live in sorrow may find 
in the Gospel message of Jesus new life and peace.  
 

SORROWFUL MYSTERIES:  (Tuesday & Friday)  

1. The Agony in the Garden: That all who persevere in faith in the Missions may feel the presence of the Lord in 
their lives.  
2. The Scourging at the Pillar: That all who suffer in body, especially the hungry millions in the Missions, may be 
fed and comforted through our sharing.  
3. The Crowning with Thorns: That all who suffer from despair, especially refugees in the Missions, may find 
hope in Christ’s promise of eternal happiness for those who believe in Him.  
4. Jesus takes up the Cross: For the Church in Southern Africa, that by our prayers and sacrifices for the 
Missions, we may help bear the burdens of our brothers and sisters worldwide.  
5. The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus: That all those who hunger and thirst for justice in the Missions may work 
peacefully, lovingly and mercifully toward their goal. 
 

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES:  (Sunday & Wednesday) 
1. The Resurrection: For the Church worldwide, that our faith in the Risen Christ may draw others to Him.  
2. The Ascension: That Christ who lived as a man and returned to the Father, will grant to all people knowledge 
of the Way to Eternal Life.  
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit: For our Holy Father, that the Holy Spirit will grant him wisdom, fortitude and 
holiness as he guides the Church in the path of Christ.  
4. The Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven: That Mary, who gave the human body of Christ to the world, may 
inspire us who form the Body of Christ on earth to proclaim His message to all peoples.  
5. The Crowning of Our Lady Queen of Heaven: That through the intercession of Mary, Queen of the Missions, 
young men and women will offer their lives to God as Priests and Religious in service of their neighbours. 
LUMINOUS MYSTERIES: (Thursday)  

1. The Baptism in the Jordan: That all who do not know Jesus, especially the children, can come to hear of his 
great love. 
2. The Wedding at Cana: Father, we hear often of the generosity of the poor to the poor, may all come to know 
the joy of giving from their need and not only from their surplus. 
3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God & Call to Conversion: Father, we know that missionaries come from 
all cultures. Help us to understand that we too are missionary disciples by virtue of our baptism. 
4. The Transfiguration: That those whose faith in God is tested every day through the struggles of their daily 
lives may be an example to others who doubt, yet do not struggle for the basics of life. 
5. The Institution of the Eucharist: That the Mass remind us that we who eat Christ’s Body and drink His Blood 
are sent to continue His mission to the world. May we take to heart this mandate. 
 
WHAT IS A MISSIONARY?  
The word mission means “to be sent out.” A missionary is someone who is sent out to bring the Good News of 
Jesus to others. Missionaries often go to far-off places, especially places where people struggle every day to 
survive. They help run hospitals, schools, orphanages, clinics. They provide food programs, and they help people 
learn how to care for and build better lives for themselves, their families, and their community. And, most 
importantly, they share their Catholic faith – all of their actions for others motivated by God’s great love for each 
one of us! 
 
 

HOW ARE WE MISSIONARIES?  
By our Baptism, we become members of a family—the family of the Church. Family members have 
responsibilities, and our responsibility is to share our faith. Some people fulfil this responsibility by actually going 
to Mission Countries to bring the Good News of Jesus to our brothers and sisters who are most in need. Most of 
us are missionaries by prayer, sacrifice and financial support.  
 
 

Missionary spirit begins with prayer. Every person is able to offer prayers. Prayers lead to sacrifices. Every 
person can offer up suffering, temporary or chronic, for those who suffer daily in mission lands. Every person 
can give up something with the intention of sacrificing for the missions. By sacrificing we can also support 
financially the Universal Mission of the Church.  



 

 

 

MISSION MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY:  
1. The Visit of the Magi: Three strangers arrive from the east. That all who seek Jesus will find Jesus. Reflection: 
The Magi were astrologers from Persia. When Jesus was born, they read in the stars that there was a newborn 
King of the Jews. This mission teaches us that all who seek God with an open heart will be guided to the Lord. 
2. Jesus speaks with the Samaritan Woman: Jesus speaks to someone considered unworthy. Father, help us to 
understand that all people are your children and that all people deserve respect. Reflection: Jesus scandalized 
his followers by speaking to a woman and a non‐Jew. But Jesus knows all of God’s children are worthy of respect 
and love. In addition, Jesus gave the woman a deep desire to know God and to have her people know God too. 
3. Jesus cures the Centurion’s Servant: Jesus cures the servant of a Roman soldier. That all who are ill, especially 
those who face the hardship of poverty come to know Jesus’ healing presence. Reflection: The Romans and the 
Jews were enemies. Yet, this Centurion was friendly to the Jews. He was desperate to save his servant. His faith 
impressed Jesus. And Jesus used this example to teach the people of God. 
4. Jesus sends out his Disciples: Jesus sends his followers to bring the Good News to others. That all who bring 
the Good News to others may do so with the same love and enthusiasm of the first missionaries of Jesus. 
Reflection: The disciples went to others, filled with the Holy Spirit and heedless of the danger to themselves. 
Help me to consider my own missionary vocation whether it be in my own home or somewhere far away. 
5. The Conversion of Paul: In a very stunning change, through the grace of God, Paul stops persecuting Christians 
and starts preaching the Good News. May we experience true conversion of heart daily through our prayer and 
good works. Reflection: Paul transformed the Church from a small sect of Judaism to a truly universal church, 
teaching us that we must never dismiss others as beyond God’s reach, even when their previous actions show 
them to be our enemies. 

 
**************** 

 

Daily Prayers for the Missions: Father, you desire that your Church be the sacrament of salvation to all peoples. 
Make us feel more urgently the call to work for the salvation of our human family until you have made us one 
people. Inspire us to continue the saving work of Christ everywhere until the end of the world.   
  + Our Father…       + Hail Mary…           + Glory be…   
+ St Francis Xavier, pray for us    + St Therese of the Child Jesus, pray for us. 
 
 

 
 

Daily Prayer is the best way to make a real difference in the lives 
of people all over the world. 

 

Blessed Archbishop Sheen created the Missionary Rosary in 1951. 

HELP THE MISSIONS BY: 
 Praying daily for the missions & missionaries  
 Animating your parish in mission awareness  

 

 

 


